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Preface 

The monograph, Educator Reflections: The Power of Our Stories, highlights the diverse professional journeys of various 

educators within Middle Tennessee State University and their partner schools as they share their experiences in 

the teaching profession. Contributors represent all educational levels, from preschool through higher education. 

Teachers from various levels recount their unique paths to the profession, emphasizing pivotal moments 

and acknowledging the heroes and mentors who influenced their professional development. These shared 

experiences aim to inspire and guide individuals at different stages of their careers, including those just 

considering teaching as a career, preservice teachers, current educators, and those nearing the conclusion of their 

educational journey who seek to continue making a positive impact. 

The book concludes with targeted recommendations and insights designed to propel the profession 

forward in a constructive direction, motivating readers to engage further with the content and their professional 

development. 

If you have ever considered a career in education at the preschool, elementary, or high school level, 

aspired to be a college professor, or been inspired by a remarkable teacher, you will find resonance in the 

powerful stories these incredible educators share. Their experiences highlight the profound impact of teaching 

and will leave you inspired to embark on or continue your journey in the field of education. 
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Dedication 

 

This project is lovingly dedicated to the countless heroes and mentors who have illuminated our paths and 

inspired us at every turn. Your wisdom, guidance, and unwavering support have shaped our journeys, and for 

that, we are eternally grateful.  
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